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Economic Development in Rural Communities
2016 Ag Adventure Tour – An Urban Perspective
Submitted by Lynda Shafer, Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce –

I’ve been on a lot of Ag Adventures since 1999, when I 
joined the Greater Omaha Chamber as manager of leadership 
development. Every year I’m surprised at the number of places 
I’ve never been in Nebraska, the number of things I didn’t 
know about the state and the amazing people who are making 
Nebraska the home of “The Good Life.” 

#AAT2016 was no different. Nancy Eberle and her com-
mittee of Kerry Glandt, Reid Hagstrom, Deb Van Matre and 
Terri Licking planned and pulled off a tour full of opportunities 
to see, learn and meet. A busload of rural and urban leaders 

departed Lin-
coln on July 
27, headed 
to central 
Nebraska to learn about community development, economic 
development and entrepreneurism. Some highlights from the 
tour:
• Family-owned businesses like Zangger Popcorn Hybrids 
and Cook & Beals, Inc. Both are creating and sending products 
around the globe as leaders in their respective industries. 
• Entrepreneurs 
Shelby Kittle and Caleb 
Pollard. Sixteen year 
old Shelby Kittle has 
started her 3rd business, 

raising bees and producing honey. She talked with the group about her 
plans to study entomology in college and continue to raise bees. Caleb 
Pollard and his partners in Scratchtown Brewery are not only passion-
ate about beer, but also about their small town roots and giving back to 
the community that has supported them.

• Thriving small towns like Central City, Ord and Loup City. Economic 
development experts and elected officials met with the tour group to 
explain the success of communities that are attracting new residents 
and new businesses. There are creative solutions to big challenges out 
there and we heard about many of them.

2016 Ag Tour Group

First stop at Career Pathways Institute in Grand 
Island.

Tour at Happy Jack Chalk Mine.
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• The Burwell Rodeo. What else is there to say about the chance to go to Nebraska’s Biggest Rodeo? From 
seeing the queen crowned to watching the wild horse races, it was a memorable evening.

• The Pizza Man. And kolaches. And chocolate chip cookies. 

Why is this tour important? I’ll let the 2016 participants tell you:
• I learned about the innovation that occurs in smaller towns.
• I have a better understanding of how my work could impact thriving smaller communities.
• I’ll be able to sell Nebraska better and tell people about the multitude of things going on in the state.
• I enjoyed learning about the businesses in these communities.

Thank you to the Nebraska LEAD Alumni Association for its continued commitment to bringing urban and 
rural leaders together.

Lunch at the Golden Husk, theatre for the performing arts in 
Ord.

Trevor Lee, Director of Economic 
Development in Valley County - speaker 
during lunch.

Happy Jack Chalk Mine

Chalk Mine tour.
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Zangger Popcorn Hybrids Tour.

Honey extraction machine at Cook and Beals.
Cook and Beals, honey 
processing equipment 
dealer.

On the bus speaker, Bob 
Krier with Nebraska Central 
Telephone Company.

Shelby Kittle addresses the group in Ord 
about her businesses: “Shels-Bees” and 
“Shelby’s Airbrushing Art.” 

Amazing pizza and entertainment at the Danish Baker in 
Dannebrog.

Chuck Griffith addresses the group in 
Central City.
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Presentation on “Nebraska’s First Showcase Community” 
designation given to Central City. Reid and Krisi Hagstrom and family hosted our group for 

breakfast at their beautiful home.

Burwell rodeo.

Alec Ballie, Loup City Mayor addressing 
the group in front of his business BL 
Shoppe.

Burwell rodeo, opening ceremony.

Getting ready for the Burwell rodeo.
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Hello Alum!
The summer is flying by; school is back in session, the first Nebraska foot-

ball game is here, harvest is right around the corner, and the Nebraska State Fair 
is upon us.  I enjoyed seeing many alumni at the LEAD Reception at the fair 
grounds on August 30th.  It is always a great time and a wonderful place to catch 
up with former LEAD classmates and meet new alums.  If you haven’t joined us 
in a while, please keep this event on your to-do list for next August.  You won’t 
be sorry.

Our Alaska National Travel Study Seminar is now less than 1 year away.  I 
am very excited to journey to Alaska with so many of you.  We have 40 alums 
registered and 6 on the waiting list.  What an amazing response we have had to 
this seminar destination.  A huge thank you to all of you!

It seems like I am hearing about Alaska from many friends and acquaintances that have recently traveled to 
our newest destination.  Whether they were traveling by cruise, land, rail excursion or a combination, Alaska 
seems to be a favorite spot for many people.  

Pat Heyen, National Travel 
Study Corrdinator.

Nebraska LEAD Alumni 2017 National Study Travel Tour
ALASKA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Caleb Pollard, owner/founder of Scatchtown Brewery in 
Ord.

Zangger Popcorn Hybrids Branding.
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Travel hints and suggestions:  For those of you traveling with the LEAD Alumni now or in the future, please 
consider getting your passport or renewing a previous passport.  Also consider applying for your TSA Pre 
Check and/or Global Entry card.  Below is a summary of the benefits, costs and websites for you to check out. 

Passport:  A passport is the best identification for traveling through security lines, whether traveling stateside 
or internationally.  After the renewal fee of $110, your passport is good for 10 years.  

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports.html

TSA Pre Check:  Allows you to speed through security lines and you don’t need to remove your shoes, lap-
tops, liquids, belts or light jackets!  Your TSA Pre Check number is your Known Traveler Number when mak-
ing airline reservations.  The cost is $85 for a 5 year membership.  Submit an online application in 5 minutes & 
schedule an appointment at any of the 380+ enrollment centers.

https://www.tsa.gov/precheck
 
Global Entry:  As a pre-screened Global Entry member, you arrive in the United States, check-in at the Glob-

al Entry kiosk and you are on your way.  No long customs lines, no paperwork, you have access to expedited 
entry benefits in other countries, it is available at major US airports, and reduces wait times.  Your Global Entry 
Card includes TSA Pre Check!!   Your Global Entry number is your Known Traveler Number when making air-
line reservations.   A $100 one-time fee is required with your Global Entry application and must be paid at time 
of application submission.  The fee is non-refundable, even if an application is denied.  Global Entry is valid for 
5 years.  SO, it only makes sense to pay $100 for the Global Entry plus TSA Pre Check, rather than $85 for Pre 
Check only.  

https://www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-programs/global-entry/how-apply

Here is a photo of my Global Entry card:

 
Just a reminder to everyone, having travel seminar locations that appeal to your interests is one of the most 

important criteria for selecting a destination.  Please feel free to drop me an email with destinations you would 
like to see the LEAD Alumni travel to, both nationally and internationally.  And a big thank you to those of you 
that have given me ideas for future travels.  With over 900 LEAD graduates, and 600+ Alumni, wouldn’t it be 
fantastic to fill every Study Travel Seminar and find it necessary to have more!

Have a safe harvest everyone.  
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A warm welcome to all my Fellow LEAD Alumni!  It seems just like 
yesterday that I was writing my last article for the summer newsletter, 
but here it is, fall is coming quickly as we feel the coolness in the morn-
ing air, but I do miss the extended day light of the sun which is now 
setting well before 9 pm each night.   Complaining on the wet month of 
May in my last article sure taught me a lesson.   We in return, got a total 
of .05 in all of June and yes it was a record dry spell for our area around 
Grand Island.  If you remember, this past spring, my wife and I moved 
to an acreage.  I know moving always involves challenges, but add some 
challenges with my irrigation well, electricity, sprinklers, and other chal-
lenges that included an engine on the rider going bad, I embraced the 
lawn going dormant early this year, and will start again next year trying 
to improve it!   We’re up and watering again, but just to enough to keep 
it alive and stabilized for the oncoming winter months. 

 Our Ag Adventure Tour in July was a great success once again!   We 
headed out with 35 on board and had a great two days in the communi-
ties of  Grand Island, Scotia, North Loup, Ord, Burwell,  Loup City, Dan-
nebrog, and Central City.    I know more will be covered, with pictures in 
the newsletter, so will only say that I thought the Chalk Mine and Happy 

Jack Peak in Scotia was very interesting and has a great story to tell as part of Nebraska history.   Not only 
crossing it off my bucket list, but also feel it is one of those places that is a must stop if you are ever crossing 
through the area.   We also had one of the best bus drivers that I’ve met over the years, a retired  teacher and has 
been driving bus for Arrow Stagelines for many years, and also has been the driver for the Huskers defensive 
squad and shared some special stories on the late Sam Foltz with us.  It sounds like he had a special relationship 
with many of our UNL student athletes as he held them in high respect.  You very much could tell he had a great 
foundation as an educator and was enjoying his senior years driving and still had a strong connection to teach-
ing, history, and always learning. I know in visiting with him, he was very impressed with our group, our pur-
pose, our message, and keeping everyone on time!  It would be great to recruit him again next year, but he says 
at 70 years, this is to be his last year of driving come December.  

 We just completed our fifth annual social gathering at the Nebraska State Fair.  This event has been grow-
ing every year and always a great time in sharing time with those LEAD classes that came before us and those 
LEAD classes that come after us!   I find it a valuable tool in networking, visiting with people from all over the 
state, and renewing acquaintances of those that I’ve met before.   Our meeting room located just above the stock 
dog competition, it provides a great view at watching these four legged athletes make short order of herding 
groups of cattle in and around panels before loading them into a trailer.  This is done all with just a few com-
mands or silent whistles of their handler.   

 Our next event coming will be that of our Annual Convention on January 27/28th which will be held in 
Kearney this year at the Younes Convention Center.   LEAD Class XXXIII have a block of rooms available at 
the Fairfield Inn in Kearney, so put it on your calendar to attend and reserve a room!  I’ve seen the preliminary 
schedule and it appears that they are putting together some great speakers, discussion panels, and are bringing 
back an industry tour that I think will be both unique and interesting and get us out to stretch our legs a bit also 
that afternoon before we have our Saturday evening banquet.   Our annual business meeting is set for Friday at 
4:00 and location will be posted in the lobby. 

I wish you all a great fall harvest, may it be bountiful from your fields to your gardens.   Also hope to see 
many of you during our visits this fall to Husker campus as we cheer on not only the Big Red Football, but also 
our  #1 Nebraska volleyball team which had a fantastic opening weekend!   Hope to see all of you in Kearney 
this January! 

Until then Go Big Red!  

President’s Message

Kerry Glandt, LEAD XIV
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Nancy’s Notes

In this edition of the newsletter, I’d like to discuss the Ag Ad-
venture tours.  We completed our 22nd ag tour this past July.  It 
was, and always is, an amazing experience for all of us.  I hope you 
will agree with me that this tour is a perfect example of reaching 
out to “Bring our State Together”.  

Ag Adventure Tours – New Experiences, New Insight Every Year!

As we reflect over the many (20+) years that the Ag Adven-
ture Tour has taken place, it is gratifying to know that we are still 
offering a tour that makes a difference in how we understand and 
react to the difference between rural life and that of our more urban 
neighbors.  The other day as I was reorganizing some files I ran 
across the initial goal of the tour which was “To Bring our State 
Closer Together in Understanding and Appreciation i.e. Putting 
Rural and Urban in Touch”.  

 
As the coordinator for the tour for many years, it’s always exciting to sleuth out the wonderful tour stops, 

connect with those entities and offer the chance to see and react to some of the “best practices” in agriculture 
across the state of Nebraska.  

This past year we focused on “Economic Development in Rural Communities”.  As we visited businesses 
with an international market such as Zangger Popcorn Hybrids (North Loup City Est. Population – 300)  to 
Cook & Beals (Honey Processing plant in Loup City Est. Population 650) we found two family owned/family 
run businesses who were able to develop a product in a rural area that would be used throughout the world. 

 
We were also able to visit Central City NE (Est Population 3,000) who received not only the Nebraska De-

partment of Economic Developments’ “Leadership Certified Community” designation, but also just received 
the first “Nebraska Showcase Community” designation.  Their long range plan with over 12 projects suggested 
initially is on the way to be completed in three years!  With a new hiking/biking trail, new theatre, new housing 
development, Nebraska’s first solar garden, a beautiful water park and the list goes on and on, it’s easy to see 
why they received this accolade and well deserved!

We even managed to take in some fun sites such as this year’s Happy Jack Chalk Mine Tour and Nebraska’s 
Biggest Rodeo in Burwell (Est. Population 1,400).  

  
The Ag Tour Committee works diligently in bringing different themed tours to their attendees each year.  

From rural entrepreneurship, to animal agriculture to Western NE on-the-ranch home stays, this tour is a won-
derful opportunity to explore new places, meet new people and network together in order to “Put Rural and 
Urban in Touch” as our goal states.

As always, the tour is only “great” if we as alums support it by our presence.  Please do consider coming 
along with us next year – and all future years. 

 
Until next time, LEAD on . . . . . . .

Nancy Eberle, Executive Secretary
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Nebraska	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Association	  
OUTSTANDING	  LEAD	  ALUMNI	  AWARD	  	  

	  
Each	  of	  you	  are	  aware	  of	  someone	  deserving	  of	  this	  award.	  	  We	  hope	  you	  will	  take	  a	  few	  minutes	  to	  write	  a	  

paragraph	  or	  two	  about	  the	  reason	  the	  nominee	  is	  a	  great	  candidate	  to	  consider.	  	  Previous	  award	  winners	  are	  
listed	  below.	  	  

	  
Award	  Purpose:	  
To	  provide	  public	  recognition	  of	  a	  Nebraska	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Association	  member	  who	  has	  achieved	  
notable	  success	  in	  using	  the	  skills	  learned	  through	  the	  Nebraska	  LEAD	  Program	  and	  through	  other	  
means	  to	  become	  a	  leader	  in	  their	  chosen	  field	  of	  agriculture.	  
 
Award	  Nomination	  Criteria:	  
1.	   Nominee	  MUST	  BE	  a	  current	  paid	  member	  of	  the	  Nebraska	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Association.	  
2.	   Nominee	  has	  demonstrated	  leadership	  qualities	  deserving	  of	  the	  Outstanding	  LEAD	  Alumni	  

Award.	  	  
	  
	  
	   Deadline	  for	  nomination	  documents:	   January	  10,	  2017	  
	  
Nomination	  documents	  must	  be	  mailed	  or	  e-‐mailed	  to:	   Nebraska	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Association	  

c/o	  Nancy	  Eberle,	  Executive	  Secretary	  
520	  Road	  20	  	  
Bradshaw,	  NE	  68319	  
neberle@mainstaycomm.net	  

 
3.	   Nominations	  (not	  including	  past	  winners)	  from	  the	  previous	  two	  years	  will	  be	  included	  in	  the	  

current	  year’s	  selection	  process.	  
4.	   Notification	  of	  selection	  committee	  results	  to	  the	  nominator	  will	  be	  made	  two	  weeks	  after	  

nomination	  deadline.	  	  
 
Award	  Recipient	  Information:	  
1.	   The	  Outstanding	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Award	  will	  be	  presented	  during	  the	  Annual	  LEAD	  Alumni	  

Conference	  
2.	   The	  Outstanding	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Award	  recipient	  will	  receive	  public	  recognition	  and	  a	  plaque	  

sponsored	  by	  the	  Nebraska	  LEAD	  Alumni	  Association.	  	  
 
Award Winners: 
 
1991 – Don Hutchens  2000 – Tom Baker  2009 – Jerry Stahr 
1992 – Larry Hudkins  2001 – Gerald Schmidt  2010 – Stee Kruger 
1993 – Dennis Baack  2002 – Craig Buescher  2011 – Todd Schroeder 
1994 – Larry Sitzman  2003 – Doug Boisen  2012  Deb Fischer 
1995 – Gary Bergman  2004 – John Miller  2013 – Dan Duncan 
1996 – Cecllia Grevson  2005 – Fred Meyer  2014 – Lisa Lunz 
1997 – Mike Bauerle  2006 – Nancy Eberle  2015 – Dennis Kahl 
1998 – Kate Sullivan  2007 – Robert Rikli  2016 – Willow Holoubek 
1999 – Mary Pat-Finn Hoag 2008 – Mark Jagels  2017 -   Your Nominee??? 

A message from our Outstanding Alumni Committee Chairman Ken Boswell . . .

It is that time of year when we are asking for nomination for the outstanding LEAD alumni award. 
This award will be presented at the LEAD alumni conference in January.  It is given to a LEAD 
program graduate that has shown outstanding leadership.

Willow Holoubek was given the award in 2016. Willow is the executive director of AFAN.
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Michele Payn – Keynote Speaker 
Known as one of North America's leading experts in connecting farm and 
food. Michele encourages all of her audiences to find people's hot buttons 
and speak their language - whether it's growing the conversation between 

farm gate and food plate, developing strategy, or building an advocacy plan. 
Widely known as a "change agent," Michele delivers motivational keynotes 

to empower organizations to build connected communities. 

Friday – January 27, 2017 
 4:00 p.m. LEAD Alumni Business Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Conference Dinner and Social 

Saturday – January 28, 2017 
 Powerful guest speaker line-up! 
 Opportunity to network and re-connect! 
 Local agricultural industry tour. 
 6:30 p.m. LEAD Alumni Conference Banquet 

 

Visit http://www.neleadalumni.com/ for more 
information regarding the 2017 Nebraska LEAD 

Alumni Conference. We look forward to seeing you 
in attendance! –LEAD 33 Planning Committee 

Kevin Folta – Presenter 
Kevin M. Folta is an Associate Professor and Chairman of the Horticultural 

Sciences Department at the University of Florida. His research program 
examines strawberry genomics with an emphasis on defining genes 

controlling flavor and fruit quality. Kevin was the editor of two books and over 
seventy research articles. He regularly engages discussion on biotechnology, 

GMOs, evolution and climate in public forums, as well as in his blog. 

January 27 – 28, 2017 
Younes Conference Center – Kearney, Nebraska 

 

Lodging and lodging rates are reserved for the Nebraska LEAD Alumni Conference at the Fairfield Inn & Suites in Kearney, 
Nebraska [attached to Younes Conference Center]! Secure your lodging arrangements today at: (308) 236-4200. 

Attention All LEAD Alumni Members
LEAD Alumni Annual Meeting

Friday,  January 27, 2016 – 4:00 p.m. 
Younes Conference Center - Kearney, NE
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It’s time to think about your 2017 membership to the NE LEAD Alumni 
Association.  If you are already a lifetime member, you can ignore this 
request, if not, below is a form for you to use and return prior to yearend.   
Join the 650+ members in the organization now!   

 
THE NEBRASKA LEAD ALUMNI 2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Join the LEAD Network with your Membership 

 
  ___________  $45 Annual Membership 
 
  ___________ $450 Lifetime Membership 
 
Benefits of Membership: 
 
  . . . . Membership Directory 
  . . . . Quarterly Newsletter 
  . . . . Special Leadership Programs 
  . . . . Educational Travel Seminars and Conferences 
  . . . . A link with “Leaders” all across the U.S. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Yes, I’ll join the LEAD network --  Enclosed are my dues for 2017 
 
________  Annual Dues  $45.00  ________  Lifetime Dues $450.00 
 
Name:________________________________Spouse____________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________LEAD Class #______________________ 
 
Home Phone No.____________________ Work or Business No.__________________ 
 
E-mail___________________________Cell Phone_____________________________ 
 
 
Mail to:  Nancy Eberle, Executive Secretary, 520 Road 20, Bradshaw, NE   68319 
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Update
Update is the official newslet-

ter of the Nebraska LEAD Alum-
ni Association.  The purpose of 
the publication is to keep you, a 
vital part of the LEAD Network, 
linked with fellow alumni!

Please remember to submit important 
Nebraska LEAD Alumni news to:

NETWORK! 

  Keep the spirit of the     
 Nebraska LEAD 

Program ALIVE!
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Nebraska LEAD Alumni Association
Nancy Eberle
520 Road 20
Bradshaw, NE  68319
neberle@mainstaycomm.net
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NEBRASKA STATE FAIR - LEAD Alumni Reception
A good time was had by all at our annual reception during the NE State Fair.  It’s a great time to get together, 
rest from the activities of a day at the fair - and just catch up with each other.

Good food, adult beverages and great conversation.

Craig Buescher from the 
NU Foundation was on 
hand to give us a quick 
update.

The Board stayed over 
after the reception for 
their fall meeting.


